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Search & Rescue Trailing Canines Using Aged Blood Scent Articles
 I have often wondered if my trailing dogs could flow a ‘trail’ of a live decoy using an ‘aged’ blood scent article only. 
As canine handlers, we all understand that human blood begins the process of ‘breaking down’ once it is exposed to the air. The process continues and quickens the longer it is exposed to the environment. Cadaver dogs are scent associated to identify and indicate on human blood, among other things. However, most of our trailing dogs are normally only introduced to the cadaver scent for the purpose of us being able understand and read their behavioral and demeanor changes while working a trailing.

As handlers, we understand the theory of how scent works, the skin rafts, and hair follicles that we’re are losing all the time. One question that I have always pondered was, “Could my trailing dog find someone using only their blood. In my ‘minds eye’ it should be a piece of cake for them, but I never tested it. I’ve heard about some organizations thinking about using blood articles during a ‘scent line up’ to help identify a perpetrator for felony cases, however, I couldn’t find any research data to assist me with my ‘pondering’ question.
Enough with the blaah, blaah, blaah. I decided to answer my own question and test my theory and therefore gathering my own results. During the 2010 North American Search Dog Network (NASDN) fall seminar at Camp Kitaki, Nebraska, I was able to have a vial of my own blood drawn by one of the seminars participants (she was an EMT). I made a sterile scent pad with my own blood with which I begin my experiment. From that day forward, I would always be the decoy during each of the training sessions we would run to validate my quest. Some might think that my scent was on the scent pad initially because I ‘created’ it myself. Not so, I took every precaution to insure that the article remained as sterile as possible at all times. On the day of creation (gauze pad with blood), I wore sterile gloves as I opened the gauze pad, soaked it with my blood and then placed it into the zip lock baggie. That was the only time I had full control of the article, my wife then became the ‘gate-keeper’ of the ‘blood article’. We conducted five sessions with the periods of ‘aging’ or ‘time’ between each test session. 
Here are the results of the sessions as of January 17, 2011:

· Wednesday September 29, 2010 (session 1, blood was approximately 30 minutes old)

· Working a covered trail with extended legs after each find, four dogs were used, with each dog having a successful find. At the conclusion, it was suggested, that perhaps the dogs could have been following my ‘fresh scent’ since the article was placed onto the trail I laid.

· Friday October 1, 2010 (session 2, blood was approximately 2 days old)

· Again, four dogs working a covered trail with extended legs between each team. This time the article was placed away from the actual trial allowing the handlers to cast for it after they scented their dog. Each team was successful again.

· Saturday October 9, 2010 (session 3, blood was approximately 11 days old)

· Six dogs worked the article on a covered trail with extended legs, in a highly contaminated area (campground). Each team had a successful find.  

· Saturday January 17, 2011 (session 4, blood was approximately 15 weeks and 2 days old)

· Three dogs worked a covered trail with no extended legs for a positive find at the end.

I mention in the experiments results that we ran covered trails during each of the above sessions. Some people have their opinions regarding working ‘covered trails’ just as I do; however, I attribute the success’ of these sessions to the first dog team that worked each of those trails. Could the teams have been just ‘following’ the dog or ‘dog scent’ in front of them? I’ll leave that up to you to decide. I decided to conduct one more session after conferring with two of the most knowledgeable trainers I have had the opportunity work with and learn from, Kevin Kocher (INBTI) and Jeff Hiebert (SARDUS). I sent out a net call for volunteer trailers from our unit (SCEM K9) to join me in hopefully validating the past results from the prior sessions. Here are those results with the lay out of the trails.

· Monday January 17, 2011 (session 5, blood was approximately 15 weeks and 4 days old)

· Three dogs, each with individual trails, no covered trails.
· All trails were in a parking lot (nothing but asphalt, car exhaust etc.)

· Each starting point was located in a highly contaminated area (store fronts i.e. Pets Mart entrance, Office Max entrance, and Carrabba’s Italian Grill entrance)

· Each team conducted and got a positive No Scent Indication (NSI) prior to being taken to the actual starting point. 
· Two of the three teams casted for the trail after completing their NSI, one team re-scented near the starting as I requested them do. All three team were successful and had positive finds, which were followed up with an intensity trail.

Some of you may have seen research regarding use of using trailing dogs on ‘aged blood scent articles’ already. I have not and could not find anything on the subject; therefore, I choose to find out for myself. I learned a long time ago when I began training and working with dogs, “If you think your dog might be able to do something, but you’re not sure, try it and see what happens.” I enjoy challenging the dogs and handlers I work with, getting them outside their comfort zone and exploring new areas. 

I am going to hold off for a couple more months before I setup another session using the ‘aged blood’. I did start a new ‘batch’ yesterday, my wife will be the ‘aged blood’ article I will begin experimenting with in the near future.
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